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4. Violating naturei Romans 1:26

5. Vile affectiond Romans 1:2627

6. Burning with lustt Romans 1:27

7. Shameful lust Romans 1:27

8. Reprobaté Romans 1:28

9. Wickednes$ Genesis 13:13;
19:7; Judges 19:23

10. Lusting after strange flesh
Jude 1:7

11.Filthy dreamerd Jude 1:7-8

12. Abusers of themselvédl Corin-
thians 6:9

13. Effeminateg 1 Corinthians 6:9

14. Defilers of themselvds1 Timo-
thy 1:9-10

15. Inordinate affection$ Colos-
sians 3:56

A Sodomite is not a class of people,
but a type of sin. They must first re-
ject the moral laws of GodRpmans
2:15), then become involved in sen-
suality Romans 1:24. This sin of
uncontrolled lust then leads to the
prison of perverted affection? (
Timothy 2:22). Disinterest in the
opposite sex can be proper, but burn-
ing with lust for the same sex is
never right.

The good news is that the sin of Sod-
omy is curable. (sek Corinthians
6:11; 10:13; Colossians 3%; Ro-
mans 6:14; Jeremiah 32:2)

Sodomy is a condition of personal
sin and never the result of being born
that way. Romans 1:1932) Notice
carefully the following steps:

1. God has revealed Himself toius
internally via conscience, externally
via creation. Romans 1:1920)

2. Though God was known, some
men and women did not glorify Him
as God, nor were they thankful for
what God did for themRomans
1:21-23). Their imaginations were

or 0s

vain; their hearts were foolish and
darkened; their wisdom was fool-

ish; and they worshiped corruptible

creatures and not the incorruptible
God.

3. Therefore, God gave them over
to: (Romans 1:2432)
Uncleannes$ Following
the lusts of their own
hearts, they dishonored
their own bodies; changed
Goddbés truth i
worshiped/served creatures
and creation.

Vile affections Men and
Women changed the natura
use of their bodies into un-
natural uses.

A reprobate mind They

did things that were not
convenient. They were
filled with all sins of un-
righteousness. (Notice 22
different sins are listed.)
They know their sin of Sod-
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We need to show love and ex-
press the Word of God to all sin-
nersi including those who sin in
this manner. God can forgive and
cleanse our sins. God can make us
new creations by His new birth

and ourustful livingcan be
changed ta&Christ-love living.

We need to pray for our Nation
and for these States that are legal-
izing sin. Satan is working so all
of the USA, including the State of
Maryl and, wil/
revealed will.
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omy leads to death, yet they

not only still do them, they
encourage and even have
pleasure is getting others tg
join with them in that sin.

CONCLUSION:

Sodomy is a sin curable only by th
Lord Jesus Christ. As Christians,
we need to show Sodomites the
power of Chri st

Several large religious denomina-
tions have been struggling with the
ordination of Sodomites as minis-
ters. They should not be ordained
for that life-style is not condoned
by God. Furthermore, how can ong¢
lead others to God when the sin of
Sodomy is the direct result of turn-
ing awayfrom God?

For A Father

There are few to shout his praises
And in every song and story,

It is sweethearts, wives and mothe
Who attain the fame and glory.
But how sad that one so worthy,
So deserving of our mention,

Is so seldom given homage

And receives such scant attention

Faced with problems never ending
Uncomplaining, never daring

To relax his toil and striving;

Ever giving, always sharing.

His reward lies in the pleasure
That his years of service bring;
And to those who love him dearly,
He is just an uncrowned King.
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visible in our World.

Revelation 2:8118A To t he
gel of the church in Smyrna write:
These are the words of Him who
is the First and the Last, who died
and came to life agairi.| know
your afflictions and your pov-
ertyd yet you are rich! | know the
slander of those who say they are
Jews and are not, but are a syna-
gogue of Satart Do not be

afraid of what you are about to
suffer. | tell you, the devil will put
some of you in prison to test you,
and you will suffer persecution
for ten days. Be faithful, even to
the point of death, and | will give
you the crown of life'* He who

has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. He
who overcomes will not be hurt at
al |l by the

The Return of the Mighty
Church
Part 2-

No one likes pain; however pain
is the best way to bring attention
to the object of concern. Have
you ever had a paper cut? That
cut hurts and burns as if you were
stung by a genetically produced
bumble bee. The pain makes you
aware that something has hap-
pened which needs great atten-
tion. Some things happen and we
dondt even know
happened until we feel the pain.

The body of Christ is not an or-
ganization, it is an organism. This
organism is alive with Jesus as its
head. The Lord does the same

C
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thing with the spiritual body
(church) as He does with the physi-
cal body. That ds
pain where the main issue of con-
cern gets attention.

The suffering church is
a growing church

Smyrna, a port on the west coast of
Asia Minor, was the name of a se-
verely persecuted church. Symrna
was famous for science, medicine,
and its buildings. It was also
known for its emperor worship. As
a matter of fact, the beloved disci-
ple of John, Polycarp, was burned
alive in this city that worshiped
Rome. (Edward M. Blaiklock,
Symrnarlhe International Diction-
ary of the Bible, p. 950).

Jesus sent words of comfort and
encouragement to this suffering
church. In the letters addressed to
the churches there were only two
churches that Jesus did not rebuke.
Smyrna was not rebuked by Jesus
because she was enduring suffer-

ing.

Jesus appealed to His own suffer-
ing in the introduction to this pow-
erful church. He reminds the pa-
rishioner of His death and subse-
guent resurrection. Jesus reminds
them that the suffering may endure
for a short time but there is joy and
reward to follow.

Jesus saw the struggling impover-
ished believers as rich. This under-
standing was counter culture and
still is today. Most people think
that the favor of God is evidenced
by prosperity and wealth. Yet, the
resurrected Jesus again turned the
worl dbs perspect
AiYet you are

Jesus encouraged his brave disci-
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ples to persevere in the suffering. He
affirmed that they were in the place
of eviil, @ place of ddleworsHipa e s
place even recognized as having a
synagogue of Satgprobably refer-
ring to the erring Jews assembled
being used by Satan). Jesus did not
take away the pain. Nor did He want
to rescue them from the pain. Jesus
told them the type of suffering they
would face. This suffering would

lead to death for some.

This church was not rebuked by the
Lord. Rather, it was encouraged and
honored. The suffering church is a
growing church. There are examples
of churches like Symrna in China,
Israel, Sudan, Iraqg, and places in In-
donesia. What about America? Are
there churches in this land of afflu-
ence that are suffering for the cause
of the Messiah? God will reward
those who suffer for Himn fact,
everyone who wants to live a godly
life in Christ Jesus will be perse-
cuted(2 Timothy 3:12).

God places his church in a local area
to impact the area. God places His
people in a local church to unify and
mobilize His unstoppable army. Gdd
places people in the body of Christ
to prepare a glorious bride for His
Son.

By
Everett Pope (sk)

Reproducing soldiers for the mis-
sion of Jesus and Keeping it REAL

2 Timothy 3:14-17

14 But as for you,

continue in what

you have learned and have be-
I vcemewgnwaniced ef, becausenyd
learned it,"®> and how from in-
fancy you have known the holy




