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Pastor Everett Pope

1 Peter 4:18

Therefore, since
Christ suffered in his
body, arm yourselves also
with the same attitude,
because he who has suf-
fered in his body is done
with sin.?As a result, he
does not live the rest of his
earthly life for evil human
desires, but rather for the
will of God.3For you have
spent enough time in the
past doing what pagans
choose to do living in
debauchery, lust, drunken-
ness, orgies, carousing
and detestable idolatry.
“They think it strange that
you do not plunge with
them into the same flood
of dissipation, and they
heap abuse on yotBut
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Not es

they will have to give ac- teau at this point.

count to him who is ready Therefore, there is a push
to judge the living and the to bring necessary
dead.°For this is the rea-  changes in hope of revi-
son the gospel was talization. God places
preached even to those  pain where there is a
who are now dead, so that problem in the body. The
they might be judged ac- problem must be viewed
cording to men in regard  from at least three per-

to the body, but live ac- spectives. These perspec-
cording to God in regard  tives surface when three
to the spirit. guestions are asked.

"The end of all things
is near. Therefore be clear 1) What does the Lord
minded and selontrolled of the church think
so that you can pray. about your church
Above all, love each other ~ @nd the changes be-
deeply, because love cov- ing proposed?
ers over a multitude of

sins.(NIV) 2) What has the organ-

ized church agreed or
disagreed upon that influ-
ences the future of the
congregation? Or, what
written documents pro-
hibit change? For exam-
ple constitution, bylaws,
etc.

Change versus Stability

The problem in the po-
larity of change versus sta-
bility is that there is usu-
ally a big push to
change because @
stagnancy or de- Y
cline. It has been §
my experience tha
this is usually the
case once it is too
late. The church has
already reached a pl

3) What are the human
preferences that create
an emotional tie to the
idea of change or sta-
bility?
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Most often the idea of change is new trends and traditional stan-

cultural and not Biblical. If God has

dards may be needed to properly

spoken on the issue then it is not de- assess a preference. This ministry

batable. A biblical issue would fall
under the realm of dogma. In the

polarity can be met with grace and
truth. We must be opéminded

case of dogma, exercise truth. This isand love each other deeply. This is

something that cannot change in
function but may be able to change
in form. An example may be the
gospel presentation. The message

how the world will know that we
are disciples of our Lord by the
love we have for one another.
(John 13:38y this all men will

cannot change. However, the means know that you are my disciples, if

of how we share the message may
change.

A denominational issue would
fall under the realm of tradition. In
the case of tradition, exercise toler-

ance. An example may be changing

the style of music or Bible transla-
tion. Not all traditions are bad or
should change without careful con-

sideration. Some traditions are obso-
lete and no longer understood by the

contemporary audience. The audi-

ence and target group should be con-
sidered that the church is now reach-

ing out to or composed of. The

demographics are extremely impor-

tant to study in this phase of under-
standing what course of action to
take.

Thirdly, a personal issue would

fall under the realm of preference. In

case of preferences, exercise love.
They range from dress code, to the
color of the carpet. Peter says that
love will cover a multitude of sins.
(1 Peter 4:8Above all, love each
other deeply, because love covers
over a multitude of sink.

Of ten a
grown out of a selfish need to con-
trol the environment in which one
associates. This could be deadly to
those coming in from the outside

you |l ove Qne ano

CHOSEN PEOPLE
MINISTRIES

We welcome Ryan Karp to our
church on first Sunday April 5,

2009 at 6:00 pm. Ryan is a Chosen

People Missionary to Jewish peo-
ple. | was privileged to travel with
Ryan and a team from Capital Bi-
ble Seminary in Jan of 2008. We
had a wonderful time in the Holy
Land. There were tremendous op-
portunities of ministry. Ryan will
come and share with us what God
is doing in Israel right now as well
as some of the interesting facts
concerning the relevance of the
Jewish festivals. You will be
blessed if you come to hear this
missionary speak. The Lord may
be calling you into the mission
field. What better way to see what
God is doing around the world,
than being engaged in missions.

Personos P Miskidns dhd Fp€omifg? S

Events:

Mystic Railway society was
here with us on Friday April 3,

depending on what these preferencesynng. This group of senior travel-

are.

Again, a demographics study England area.

as well as an internal survey of the

ers from the New

They were our

| R

MdcCtoend O é

guests for the third year in a row.
They came down and we hosted
them for a meal. This was our op-
portunity to reach out to the
stranger that ends up in our gates.
We are committed to get the gos-
pel out to the lost at every cost.
We long to make the invisible
God visible to our world.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

The Hispanic congregation
and our congregation will be
united to remember the death of
our Lord in a bilingual service on
Friday April 10, 2009 at 7:00 pm.
(John 19:30When he had re-
ceived the drink
finished. o0 With
head and gave up his spijit.

EASTER SERVICE

Easter Cantata, 11am. We
want to take the time to reach out
to our community through a crea-
tive service that may be attended
by your neighbor
want to be preached at. So in
times like these the church has to
think more creatively to reach out
to our loved ones and neighbors.
They desperately need the mes-
sage of the cross.

Therefore, the cantata may
present a harmless way to get
your neighbor to Jesus. This will
be an extraordinary event that |
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am trusting God will use to com- . something I did not want to do.

mand men and women to repent Youth Director After that, | moved on to an auto

(Acts 17:301n the past God over- Andrew Koch parts store as a manager. That job

looked such ignorance, but now threw all kinds of people at me. The

he commands all people every- hardest part of that job was being

where to repeny. Let Me Introduce Myself Christlike in my interactions with
This will be an evangelistic customers. There have been several

times where | had been confronted
by an extremely irate customer who
threatened fisticuffs were they to not
get their way.

However, after working there for
told me countless a year and a half, | had developed a
times how little | close enough relationship with my
used to be. 1 getit! boss and was able to witness to him.

But seriously, for those of you After months of prayer and sharing
who do not know me, | am Andrew the gospel, he eventually became a
Koch! ! 11 The A b abelewer andfnowkhasshe mdio sta-
Emeritus Kochoés ftiamalwhyg playinglChristiargmusice d
that since this is my first newsletter and talks with customers and co-

service focused on our Lord and ~ Many of you
aimed at the lost people in our ~have known me
community. Help us bring people Since | was little.

to Jesus, who is risen indeed!  Y€s, | know. ‘
Yes, you have

Pastor 6s | n S?lrtfclgsfnqe Lhave bgem on staff, | workers about Jesus Christ.
Service would just get a little about myself I am now currently employed by
out there. youd United Baptist Church. How
This is a service publicly rec- | have grown up in the church did this come about? Well through-
. since | was born. That is kind of out my youth, | had always been ac-
ognizing the new Pastor. Also, forced upon you if you are a PK tively involved with church. Be it

this is a time where those who
have been a part of the Lord's
work in preparing the vessel for
service are able to charge the Pa
tor to preach the word and love
the people.

through Sunday School, AWANA, group, | have always participated
JV and even Varsity (These pro- and helped where | could. Eventu-
Sg'rams are no longer active). | went ally, with the help of Pastor Pope, |
to Riverdale Baptist School for Kin- had become a leader to the youth and

(Preacher 6s Ki d) .musid, drdma, AWANA eoryouth T

This will be a great time of dergarten and®igrade, Lanham an assistant_to him. This hglped
celebration. Pastor E.L. Pope Christian School for through & grow a passion for youth ministry.
: ~ ' d q ' E{ad(]a, fand raduzﬁe?hfrom Roosevelt  While attending WBC, | realized
Everettos agad, iéhinzoo.elthn EnttSPifcd “thlat | enjoyed 4t

There will be representatives fromG
family, church, seminary, men-
tors, etc. who will be here to pour
i nto Everettos

eorgebds Communi tandh€lpingbut an &riday mights at
received an Associates degree in NGF (Next Generation Family)
iogn?uter networkip%andsam ow mo han | realized. | decided th_ I
date is April 19, 2009 at 4 pm cu _Fe ﬁ)tn_l y { i ni & ¥ I waigte &Jme exen BiareitvelMedin 0
The entire chur’ch is part of thi.s in Biblical Studies at Washington ministry at church, but | wanted to
celebration: therefore, please IolanBlble College (WB(_:). _ stop working els_,e_where so | could
o attend T’here wil b’e light re- As for my past job experiences, focus on one ministry alone._ As a
freshmeﬁts following the comple- my flrgt real job was workl_ng in this  result, | quit my_job and applied to
tion of the program big, dlrty_warehpuse packing boxes be the Youth Director here. You
: and loading delivery trucks. That guys voted and here | am.

was an interesting experience, and |

hope to never have to do something

like that again. However, that job

did provide me with patience and

perseverance and a willingness to

serve the Lord even if it meant doing
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Discipleship Director
Chris Brown

Growing as a Christian
in Transition

process together, there are three
things that we can do:

1. We should go to one another in
love to discuss our differences.
Matthew 18:15 *°" Moreover if
your brother sins against you, go
and tell him his fault between you

What would life
be like as a transformer
Able to be both a perso
and the next minute be
able to change into son
kind of vehicle, able to
be a dominating force ir
the world around you.
We also go through
change, though the
change often takes a lit
tle longer than we woul

and him alone. If he
hears you, you have
gained your

brother.

We some-
times have to make
that effort to talk to
someone if you feel
like someone has
offended you. Of-
ten, a person does

like, and it is sometime
a little more difficult than we might
have thought. But nevertheless,
change is necessary, and it is to be
expected.

2 Corinthians 3:18 - 4:1 *®*But we
all, with unveiled face, beholding as
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
beingtransformedinto the same im-
age from glory to glory, just as by
the Spirit of the Lord. Therefore,
since we have this ministry, as we

have received mercy, we do not lose

heart.

Ultimately, change is good.
God is in the process of making

transformers. These are people who

are willing to be changed and
molded by God that they might be
conformed to be like the Son.

Romans 8:29 ?° For whom He

foreknew, He also predestined to be

conformedto the image of His Son,

that He might be the firstborn among

many brethren.

As we go through the trans-
formation process or the change

not know that they
have offended someone, and often,
when we speak to one another, we
find that the other person meant
something else by their word or
deed that we had
must not come to conclusions in
making judgments on one another,
we must be willing to bring our
concerns to each other.

2. We should seek to bear each
otherds burdenos

Galatians 6:1-2 Brethren, if a

man is overtaken in any trespass,
you who are spiritual restore such
a one in a spirit of gentleness, con-
sidering yourself lest you also be
tempted.? Bear one another's bur-
dens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ.

If someone does come to
us, we must be willing to hear them
out. If someone is burdened, or
weighed down by something in
their life, let us seek to find out
what the problem is, and to help
them, so that we can help them to
carry their burden.

Someoneds bur
be a family member who is sick,
not saved, or is in some kind of
troubl e. 't 6s | i
young small boy walking down
the street, heading home from
school, with a backpack that is
full, and is walking stooped over
because of its weight. An older
boy sees him and catches up with
him, and says, 0
help you out? Take some of the
books out and let me carry them. |
dondot have much
day. o

So the boy takes his books
out of his bag, hands them to the
older boy, and smiles and says,
AThanks, I was h
Are you giving people more
things to carry, or are you helping
others with their burdens? What if
each of us had the mind to every
day seek to rele
burden around us, and see the dif-
fer@rice thahwollungkie in yoarfre-
lationship to this person.

3. We should seek to love in com-
munity. (Romans 12)

We know that we are to
AfLove our neighb
and the golden r
l i ke you want to
did you know that there are pas-
sages in the Bible which go to
great extent and detail to explain
how we are to treat one another in
our local Christian community?
Consider some of these and ex-
amine your heart:

Let love be without hypocrisy.
Do not use clichés, let your
love be sincere.

Hate what is evil, cling to what is
good.
Do not associate with things
that are evil.



Be kindly affectionate toonean- we woul d be. We thatyoulove the Lord and then treat

other. light of New Carrollton and the them like garbage. The power of im-
Show caring concern for peoplewo r | d o, | i ke t h e agegoesalongwaywhen you repreh
hug someone. which cannot be sentsomeoneorsomething. The

guestion is would we like to portray

Give preference to one another. Matthew 5:16Let your light so the image to the world that Chris-

If a dispute is a matter of shine before men, so that they may tians draw negativity from others,

preference, let another see your good workand glorify and then take advantage of that and

have what they desire. your Father in heaven. use it against them to make our-
selves feel and look good? Another

Do not lag in diligence. ATTACK ON HYPOCRISY guestion we shoul
Continue your work in By: Rayshon Patterson (Squire) the Lord pleased with us talking be-
faithfulness and excellence, hind peoplebds bac
that the body may function Currently, too many churches t ee you that Heos
properly. have people who criticize others Another example of hypocrisy

without knowing the truth behind th¢ hindering people (especially unbe-

Be patient in tribulation. appearance. This leads to confusiol lievers) lies with a story one of my
Seek to wait out the tough in the church, therefore making it  co-workers told me. She told me
times, and not make any ineffective. If a believer knows that  about a situation back when she was
sudden changes during these person is having issues of any kind, unsaved that a church almost pushed
times. i snét it better herawayfromChristbecauseit d i

and pray with them and forthem; woul dndét of fer it

Continue Steadfastly in prayer. rather than wait until he or she is oL vices to her. Their reason was that

Always pray without stopping. of your sights and then talk badly she was not a member. Hindering the
about them? Tune inwithmeasweLor dds wor k can ¢

Distributing to the needs of the stage an attack on hypocrisy. sequences. We can talk about how
saints. Hypocrisy can be witnessed in  people dress, but what if the clothes
Be able to give what you have select places in our lives such as ot they wear is the only thing that is
what another lacks. schools and at our workplace. How: available to them? We can talk about
ever, there i s ahowa personcame fresh out of tha t
Given to hospitality. i n and it shoul dslammer, divorced once before, oncel
Invite someone overtoyour i s i n the ¢ hur c hviewed pornography, was a former,
home to talk. disgraceful and negative form of = homosexual, and other countless past
communi cat i on a nissues. However, if that person gavea
Bless those who hurt you. ally a sin against God. Many will  their life to Jesus Christ, those mat-
If someone speaks evil, do not figure how and why this is a sin, aniters are things of the past, dead and
return evil. one of the answers can be located i gone. Just check out 2 Corinthians
the book of Exodus inthe Old Teste5 : 1 7  (Thedefdrg if amy man be
Do not set your mind on highthingsme nt . 1 nt er es t i ninChrist, heis a new creature: oldt o
We should not try to make a  look this but one can determine tha things are passed away; behold, all
name for ourselves. itds al so a vi ol thingsare become new. he
Commandments of the Holy Scrip- As we all know, Satan strongly
If it is possible,asmuchas t ur es. Ex oduThqu 2 hates people of this world whether
depends do what you can to have shall not give false testimony again: Christian or NorChristian. He is
peace with others, and live peace- thy neighboro known to rob, steal, and destroy (as
ably with all. To go deeper into this subject, le mentioned in John 10:10) and he
us think about the effects that hypotwill use his power to divide the
If we would stop before we react to risy can have on an unbeliever. church and set up barricades to keep

somet hi ng we donSomeoneonce told me that one olupeople on the road to destruction.
begin to practice these three princi- the easiest and most effective ways We, as Christians, still have issues of
ples, imagine what kind of church to infuriate an unbeliever is to claim our own; so before we judge others,



i tds probably a beftter idela to deal

with our own troubles. In Matthew

745, Je s tHew canyautsays

to your brother, Ol et m

speck out of your eyeo0,

time there is a plank in your eye?

You hypocrite, first take the plank

out of your own eye, and then you

will see clearly to remove the speck

from your ®drotherods eye.
If we truly want to represent

Christ in this sinful world, we have

to watch how we present ourselves.

Most of us have a tendency to live

take the
en al |l t he

our lives and commit offenses that /
we ourselves are not aware of. The
enemy can use this to lead people
astray from God and to stop unbe-
lievers from coming to Him. Aside
from the Word, prayer is another

powerful weapon against the forces
of evil and can most certainly be
used to help those with individual

troubles. As mentioned by many,

people involved in false religions

worldwide can support each other;

so why candét we | ift up o
saints and |lift up each o
nesses in prayer to the Lord instead

of preying on each otherdos fl aws and
using them to make ourselves feel

good and support the work of Satan.

With these things in mind, this is

how | believe we should attack hy-

pocrisy.

End all Articles




